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DECISIONANDORDER

G DeniseDupreeknowinglyfailedtofilehersupplementalcampaignfinancedisclosure

reportforthe2019calendaryear inaccordancewithLa RS 1814954D 1 inconnectionwith

her2018candidacyfortheofficeofCouncilMember CityofGrambling TheLouisianaBoard

ofEthics actinginitscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure

isauthorizedtoimposeuponG DeniseDupreeanadditionalcivilpenaltynottoexceed

1000000 asallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 b

APPEARANCES

AnadjudicatoryhearingwasconductedApril1 2021 inBatonRouge Louisiana before

1PanelBoftheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard EAB CharlesReevesappearedascounselonbehalf

oftheLouisianaBoardofEthics BOE Althoughdulynoticed G DeniseDupree Respondent

2didnotappearforthehearing

STATEMENTOFTHECASE

TheBOErequestedthattheEABconductanadjudicatoryhearingtodeterminewhether

Respondentfailedtofileher2019supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportasrequiredby

1ThePanelBoftheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoardconsistsofAdministrativeLawJudgesGregoryMcDonald presiding
AnthonyRusso andEstherRedmann
2ThehearingnoticewasmailedbyUS mailonJanuary22 2021 bytheAdministrativeHearingsClerkforthe
DivisionofAdministrativeLawtoG DeniseDupreeat1971MartinLutherKingJr Avenue Grambling Louisiana
712452212 andwasnotreturnedasundeliverable ThisisthesameaddressthattheBOEmailedtoRespondentits
NoticeofLateFeeAssessment discoveryrequests andaletterschedulingaRule101discoveryconference allby
certifiedmail returnreceiptrequested andthereceiptsweresignedandreturned SeeBOE9 11 and12



La RS 1814954D 1 inconnectionwithherNovember6 2018 candidacyfortheofficeof

CouncilMember CityofGramblingwhichwouldsubjecthertoanadditionalcivilpenaltynotto

exceed 1000000 asauthorizedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 b

Atthehearing BOEoffereditsexhibits numberedBOE1throughBOE14 whichwere

admittedintoevidence CounselpresentedthecaseonbehalfoftheBOE therecordwasclosed

andthematterwassubmittedfordecision

ThisadjudicationisconductedinaccordancewiththeCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct

CFDA La RS 181481 etseq theCodeofGovernmentalEthics La RS 421101 etseq

andtheAdministrativeProcedureAct La RS 49950 etseq andtheenablinglegislationofthe

DivisionofAdministrativeLaw La RS 49991 etseq

FINDINGSOFFACT

RespondentwasasuccessfulcandidatefortheofficeofCouncilMember Cityof

3Grambling intheNovember6 2018electionTheofficeofCouncilMember CityofGrambling

4isan anyother levelpublicoffice

TheBOEistheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosureunderthe

5CFDA Electioncandidates whenqualifyingattheirrespectiveclerksofcourt areprovidedwith

6BOEsScheduleofReportingandFilingDatesforCandidatesSchedule TheSchedule

informedRespondentthatsupplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportsshallbefiledby

thst7February15todisclosearesidualdeficitorsurplusthroughDecember31oftheprecedingyear

SpecifictotheNovember6 2018 election theScheduleinformedRespondentthatthe2019

3BOE3 p 2 BOE4 Respondentadmitted byoperationofLa CCP art 1467A thatshewasasuccessful
candidatefortheofficeofCouncilMember CityofGrambling BOE11
4SeeLa RS 18148316 La RS 1814842 andBOE5 p 2
5La RS 18148319
6SeeBOE5 TheCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct La RS 181481 etseq alsoprovidesthesamescheduleof
reportsdue SeeLa RS 1814954
7BOE5 p 2
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supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportshallbefiledbyFebruary18 2020 todisclose

8adeficitorsurplus Uponqualifyingtorunforoffice Respondentalsoacknowledgedthatshe

9wassubjecttotheprovisionsoftheCFDA

OnOctober7 2018 Respondentfiledherfinalcampaignfinancedisclosurereport which

10disclosedasurplusof 62949 asofSeptember27 2018

OnMay8 2019 Respondentfiledhersupplementalcampaignfinance disclosurefor

11calendaryear2018 whichshowedasurplusof 3684 throughDecember31 2018

Respondentdidnotfilehersupplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportforcalendar

12year2019 bytheFebruary18 2020 deadline

OnSeptember29 2020 theBOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrdertoRespondent

13becauseshehadnotfiledthe2019SupplementalReport TheLateFeeAssessmentOrdera

assessedalatefeeof 100000and b orderedRespondenttofilehersupplementalcampaign

14financedisclosurereportforcalendaryear2019within20daysofherreceiptoftheorder The

LateFeeAssessmentOrderwassentbycertifiedmail returnreceiptrequested toRespondentat

1971MartinLutherKingJr Avenue Grambling Louisiana 712452212 thereceiptwassigned

15andreturned RespondentwasnotifiedintheletteraccompanyingtheLateFeeAssessment

Orderthatshecouldbesubjecttoanadditionalcivilpenaltynottoexceed 1000000 pursuant

toLa RS 1815054A 4 b ifshefailedtofilehersupplementalcampaignfinancedisclosure

8BOE5 p 1 ThestatutorydeadlineofFebruary15 2020 fellonaSaturday andMonday February17 2020 was
aholiday Therefore thenextbusinessdaywasFebruary18 2020
9BOE2 p 3
10BOE7
11BOE8
12SeeBOE10
13BOE9
14Id
15Id
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16reportforcalendaryear2019

OnJanuary7 2021 theBOEmailedacopyoftheRequestforHearingtoRespondent

withwrittendiscovery includingRequestsforAdmissions propoundedtoRespondent bycertified

mail returnreceiptrequested to1971MartinLutherKingJr Avenue Grambling Louisiana

17712452212 andthereturnreceiptwassignedandreturned

AsoftheApril1 2021 hearing Respondenthadnotfiledher2019supplementalcampaign

18financedisclosurereportandhadnotfiledresponsestotheRequestsforAdmissions

CONCLUSIONSOFLAW

TheBOEprovedthatRespondentknowinglyfailedtofilehersupplementalcampaign

financedisclosurereportforcalendaryear2019byFebruary18 2020 TheBOEisauthorizedto

imposeuponRespondentanadditionalcivilpenaltynottoexceed 1000000 asallowedbyLa

RS 1815054A 4 b

InhearingsundertheCFDAbeforetheEAB theBOEmustprovebyclearandconvincing

evidencethatthecandidateknowinglyfailedtofileorknowinglyfailedtotimelyfilearequired

19campaignfinancedisclosurereport

Everycandidateforan anyother levelpublicofficeisrequiredtofilecertaincampaign

20financedisclosurereportsbythestatutorydeadlines Failuretotimelysubmitrequiredreports

21constitutesaviolationoftheCFDA

La RS 1814954D 1 providesthatifthefinalreportofacandidateforanelection

16Id atp 1
17SeeBOE11
18BOE 14 Respondentadmitted byoperationofLa CCP art 1467A thatshedidnotfilethe2019supplemental
campaignfinancialdisclosurereport
19SeeLa RS 4211415C Clearandconvincingevidence ingeneral meansthatthefactofguiltmustbeproven
toagreaterdegreethanby amerepreponderanceoftheevidence butlessthanby beyondareasonabledoubt
LouisianaStateBarAssnv Edwins 329So 2d437 442 La 1976
20La RS 1814954
21La RS 1815051B
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showsadeficitorsurplus thecandidateandhistreasurer ifany shallfilesupplementalreports

thwiththeBOEnolaterthanFebruary15eachyear whichshallbecompletethroughthepreceding

December31st Suchreportshallbefiledeachyearuntilareporthasbeenfiledwhichshowsno

22deficitorsurplus

Respondentwasthe successfulcandidatefortheofficeofCouncilMember Cityof

23Gramblingwhichisan anyother levelpublicoffice intheNovember6 2018 election On

24October7 2018 Respondentfiledherfinalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportinconnection

withtheNovember6 2018 election whichshowedasurplusof 62949 asofSeptember27

2018

Asacandidatetoan anyother levelpublicoffice whofiledafinalreportshowinga

surplusinconnectionwiththeNovember6 2018 election Respondentwasrequiredtofileannual

supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportsuntilareportwasfiledthatshowednodeficit

25thorsurplus ThesupplementalreportswereduenolaterthanFebruary15 andshallbecomplete

st26throughtheprecedingDecember31

Respondentfiledher2018supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereport which

showedaremainingsurplusof 3684 asofDecember31 2018 Becauseasurplusremained

Respondentwasrequiredtofilea2019supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportBecause

February15 2020 fellonaSaturday andMonday February17 2020 wasaholiday

Respondents2019supplementalreportwasduenolaterthanthenextbusinessday February18

2020

22La RS 1814954D 1
23SeeLa RS 18148316 La RS 1814842 andBOE5 p 2
24Respondentwasrequiredtofilethiscampaignfinancedisclosurereportbecauseshereceivedacontributionin
excessof 200 SeeLa RS 1814842 La RS 1814954
25La RS 1814954D 1
26Id
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Respondentdidnotfilehersupplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportforcalendar

year2019 bytheFebruary18 2020 deadline Respondenthasneverfiledasupplemental

campaignfinancedisclosurereportthatshowednosurplus ordeficit remained

Anycandidatefor anyother levelpublicofficewhoknowinglyfailstotimelyfilea

requiredreportmaybeassessedacivilpenaltyintheamountof 4000perday nottoexceed

27100000 Knowingly meansconductwhichcouldhavebeenavoidedthroughtheexerciseof

28duediligence

Respondentknewshewasrequiredtofilecertaincampaignfinancedisclosurereports

whensheacknowledgedshewassubjecttoCFDAuponqualificationforcandidacy Respondent

wasprovidedtheSchedule whichinformedherthatsupplementalreportsshallbefiledby

thstFebruary15todisclosearesidualdeficitorsurplusthroughDecember31oftheprecedingyear

Respondentfileda2018supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereport TheScheduleinformed

Respondentthatshemustfilethe2019supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereportby

February18 2020

OnSeptember29 2020 theBOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrderandassessedacivil

penaltyinthemaximumamountof 100000becauseRespondentknowinglyfailedtofilethe

2019supplementalreport ThisassessmentisnotbeforetheEABInthelettersaccompanying

theLateFeeAssessmentOrder theBOEnotifiedRespondentthatshecouldbesubjecttoan

additionalcivilpenaltynottoexceed 1000000 pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 forfailing

tofilethe2019supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereport andtheBOEordered

Respondenttofilethe2019supplementalreportwithin20daysofreceiptoftheLateFee

AssessmentOrder RespondentknewshewasobligatedtomeettheCFDAfilingrequirementsby

27La RS 1815054A 2 a iii
28La RS 1815055
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thestatutorydeadlines andthatadditionalcivilpenaltiesnottoexceed 1000000 couldbe

imposedifshedidnotfilethe2019supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereport Respondent

hasnotfileda2019supplementalcampaignfinancedisclosurereport TheBOEproved byclear

andconvincingevidence that Respondentknowinglyfailedtofileher2019supplemental

campaignfinancedisclosurereport

Additionally Respondentsfailuretofilehersupplementalcampaignfinancedisclosure

reportforcalendaryear2019withinthreedaysafterthefinaldateforfilingcreatesarebuttable

29presumptionofintenttonotfilethereport Nothinginevidencerebutsthisstatutory

presumption

If afterconductinganadjudicatoryhearing theEABdeterminesthatRespondent

knowinglyfailedtofilearequiredcampaignfinancedisclosurereportwithintheapplicabletime

period thentheBOEmayimposeanadditionalcivilpenaltynottoexceed 1000000 against

30Respondentforthereportthatshefailedtotimelyfile

TheBOEprovedbyclearandconvincingevidencethatRespondent thesuccessful

candidateforthe any other levelpublicofficeofCouncilMember CityofGrambling

knowinglyviolatedtheCFDAbyfailingtofileher2019supplementalcampaignfinance

disclosurereport TheBOE initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeforCampaignFinance

DisclosureisauthorizedtoimposeagainstRespondentanadditionalcivilpenaltynottoexceed

1000000 forthelatereportasauthorizedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 b

SPACEINTENTIONALLYLEFTBLANKORDERTOFOLLOW

29La RS 1815051A
30LA RS 1815054A 4 b
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ORDER

ITISORDEREDthattheLouisianaBoardofEthicsinitscapacityastheSupervisory

CommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure isauthorizedtoimposeanadditionalcivilpenalty

nottoexceed 1000000 againstG DeniseDupreeforherfailuretofilehersupplemental

campaignfinancedisclosurereportforcalendaryear2019

RenderedandsignedonMay7 2021 inBatonRouge Louisiana

hGregoryMcDonald
PresidingAdministrativeLawJudge

AnthonyJRusso
AdministrativeLawJudge

EstherA Redmann
AdministrativeLawJudge

NOTICEOFTRANSMISSIONOFDECISIONORORDER

Icertifythaton Friday May07 2021 Ihavesentacopyof

thisdecisionordertoallpartiesofthismatter

ClerkofCourt
DivisionofAdministrativeLaw
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REVIEWRIGHTS

ThisdecisionexhaustsyouradministrativeremediesIfyouaredissatisfiedwiththis
ruling youmayhavetherighttoseekarehearingorreconsiderationofthisdecisionororder
subjecttothegroundsforandtimelimitationsprovidedinLouisianaRevisedStatute49959and
LouisianaCodeofCivilProcedurearticle5059 Todetermineyourreviewrights youshouldact
promptlyandseeklegaladvice

Torequestarehearingorreconsideration pleasesendittooneoftheaddressesindicated
below

EMAILdocumentsto MAILdocumentsto
EABprocessing@adminlawstatelausDAL EABSection

ATTN EABSection
FAXdocumentsto P O Box44033

EABSectionDeputyClerkBatonRouge LA708044033
225 2199820

Ifyoudonotrequestarehearingofyourdecisionoryourrehearingrequestisdenied youhave
therighttoseekjudicialreviewinaccordancewithLa RS 49964 La RS 421142A 1 and
La CCP art5059 Todetermineyourreviewrights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegal
advice

9


